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Abstract: In this paper, by introducing a new operator, improving and generating
a p-Laplace operator for some p ≥ 2, we study the existence and uniqueness of a non-
trivial solution for nonlinear m-point eigenvalue problems on time scales. We obtain
several sufficient conditions of the existence and uniqueness of nontrivial solution of
the eigenvalue problems when λ is in some interval. Our approach is based on the
Leray - Schauder nonlinear alternative.
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1 Introduction

In this paper, we are concerned with the existence and uniqueness of a nontrivial
solution for the following second order m-point eigenvalue problems on time scales:

(ϕ(h(t)u△(t)))∇ + λf(t, u(t), u△(t)) = 0, t ∈ [0, T ], (1)

αu(ρ(0))− βu△(ρ(0)) = C0(

m−2
∑

i=1

αiu
△(ξi)), u△(T ) = 0, (2)

where ϕ : R → R is an increasing homeomorphism and homomorphism such that ϕ(0) =
0, λ > 0 is a parameter, ξi ∈ [0, T ] with 0 < ξ1 < ... < ξm−2 < T , α > 0 and β ≥ 0.
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A projection ϕ : R → R is called an increasing homeomorphism and homomorphism,
if the following conditions are satisfied:
1) If x ≤ y, then ϕ(x) ≤ ϕ(y), for all x, y ∈ R.
2) ϕ is a continuous bijection and its inverse mapping is also continuous.
3) ϕ(xy) = ϕ(x)ϕ(y), for all x, y ∈ R.

Moreover, throughout the paper the following conditions hold for αi, f, h, C0 and ϕ−1:
(A1) αi ∈ [0,∞), i = 1, 2, ...,m− 2 and f ∈ Cld([0, T ]×R×R).
(A2) h ∈ C([ρ(0), T ], (0,∞)) and h is increasing on [ρ(0), T ].
(A3) C0(v) is a continuous function on R and satisfies the condition that there exists
A > 0 such that |C0(v)| ≤ A|v|, for all v ∈ R.
(A4) For all x, y ∈ R, |C0(x) − C0(y)| ≤ C0(|x− y|).
(A5) For all x, y ≥ 0, ϕ−1(x+ y) ≤ ϕ−1(x) + ϕ−1(y).

A time scale T is a nonempty closed subset of R. We make the assumption that 0 ∈ Tk

and T ∈ Tk. By an interval [0, T ], we always mean the intersection of the real interval
[0, T ] with Tk

k; that is [0, T ] ∩ Tk
k. Some basic definitions and theorems on time scales

can be found in the books [4, 5].
Recently, for φp(u) = |u|p−2u, p > 1, p-Laplacian problems with two-point, three-

point and multi-point boundary value conditions for ordinary differential equations and
finite difference equations have been studied extensively, see [8, 11, 13, 15]. For the
existence problems of positive solutions of boundary value problems on time scales, some
authors have obtained many results; for details, see [2, 7, 9, 10, 12, 14, 16] and the
references therein. However, for the increasing homeomorphism and homomorphism
operator, the research has proceeded very slowly. Especially for the existence of countably
many positive solutions for dynamic equations on time scales still remain unknown.

In this paper we define a new operator ϕ which is an increasing homeomorphism and
homomorphism with ϕ(0) = 0. For existence result we need that the assumption (A5) is
provided by this operator. Since the condition (A5) is not satisfied for φp(u), 1 < p < 2,
our paper generalizes p-Laplacian operator φp for p ≥ 2.

In [9], He considered the existence of positive solutions of the p-Laplacian dynamic
equations on time scales:

(φp(u
△(t)))∇ + a(t)f(u(t)) = 0, t ∈ (0, T ),

αu(0)−B0(u
△(η) = 0, u△(T ) = 0,

or

αu△(0) = 0, u(T )−B1(u
△(η)) = 0,

where η ∈ (0, ρ(T )). He obtained the existence of at least double and triple positive
solutions of this problem by using a new double fixed-point theorem and triple fixed-
point theorem, respectively.

In [15], Yao studied the existence of positive solutions for the following semipositone
second-order boundary value problem:

u′′(t) = λq(t)f(t, u(t), u′(t)), t ∈ (0, 1),

αu(0)− βu′(0) = d, u(1) = 0,

where d > 0, α ≥ 0, β ≥ 0, α + β > 0 and q(t)f(t, u(t), u′(t)) ≥ 0 on a suitable subset
of [0, 1] × [0,∞) × (−∞,∞). His proofs are based on the Leray-Schauder fixed-point
theorem and the localization method.
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In [12], Lianga and Zhanga show the sufficient conditions for the existence of countably
many positive solutions by using the fixed-point index theory and a new fixed-point
theorem in cones for the following boundary value problem on time scales:

(ϕ(u△(t)))∇ + a(t)f(u(t)) = 0, t ∈ [0, T ]T,

u(0) =

m−2
∑

i=1

αiu(ξi), u△(T ) = 0,

where ϕ : R → R is an increasing homeomorphism and positive homomorphism and
ϕ(0) = 0, ξi ∈ [0, T ]T with 0 < ξ1 < ... < ξm−2 < T and 0 <

∑m−2
i=1 αi < 1, a(t) :

[0, T ]T → [0,∞) and has countably many singularities in [0, T ]T.
This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present some lemmas that will be

used to prove our main results and we will establish two new theorems of existence and
uniqueness of nontrivial solutions of (1.1)–(1.2). In Section 3, we will give some examples
to illustrate the main results in this paper.

2 Main Results

To prove the main results in this paper, we will employ some several lemmas. The
following lemma is based on the linear BVP

(ϕ(h(t)u△(t)))∇ + λy(t) = 0, t ∈ [0, T ], (3)

αu(ρ(0))− βu△(ρ(0)) = C0(
m−2
∑

i=1

αiu
△(ξi)), u△(T ) = 0. (4)

Lemma 2.1 If y ∈ Cld([0, T ], R), then the problem (2.3)−(2.4) has a unique solution

u(t) =

∫ t

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λy(r)∇r)∆s +
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λy(r)∇r)

+
1

α
C0(

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λy(r)∇r)).

Let Y denote the Banach space C1
ld[0, T ] with the norm

‖u‖1 = ‖u‖+ ‖u△‖ = maxt∈[0,T ]|u(t)|+maxt∈[0,T ]|u△(t)|.

Lemma 2.2 [6] Let X be a real Banach space and Ω be a bounded open subset of X,

0 ∈ Ω, F : Ω → X be a completely continuous operator.Then either there exist x ∈ ∂Ω,
µ > 1 such that F (x) = µx or there exists a fixed point x∗ ∈ Ω.

The main results of this paper are the following.

Theorem 2.1 Suppose that (A1), (A2), (A3), (A5) hold, f(t, 0, 0) 6≡ 0, t ∈ [0, T ] and
there exist nonnegative functions p, q, a ∈ L1[0, T ] such that

|f(t, u, v)| ≤ p(t)ϕ(|u|) + q(t)ϕ(|v|) + a(t), forall(t, u, v) ∈ [0, T ]×R2,

and there exists t0 ∈ [0, T ] such that p(t0) 6= 0 or q(t0) 6= 0. Then there exists a constant

λ∗ > 0 such that for any 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, the problem (1.1)− (1.2) has at least one nontrivial

solution u∗ ∈ Y .
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Proof. By Lemma 2.1, the problem (1.1)− (1.2) has a solution u = u(t) if and only
if u solves the operator equation

u(t) = Fu(t) =

∫ t

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λy(r)∇r)∆s +
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λy(r)∇r)

+
1

α
C0(

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λy(r)∇r))

in Y . So we only need to seek a fixed point of F in Y . It follows that this operator
F : Y → Y is a completely continuous operator from the references [1, 3, 14].

From the condition (A3), there exists A > 0 such that

|C0(

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u, u△)∇r))| ≤ A|
m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u, u△)∇r)|.

Let M∗ =
1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K + α)M and N∗ =

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K + α)N .

where M = ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

(p(r) + q(r))∇r), N = ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

a(r)∇r) and K = A
∑m−2

i=1 αi.

Since |f(t, 0, 0)| ≤ a(t) for all t ∈ [0, T ], we know that N > 0, from p(t0) 6= 0 or
q(t0) 6= 0, we readily obtain M > 0. Moreover, M∗, N∗ > 0 since α,M,N > 0.

Let r =
N∗

M∗
and Ω = {u ∈ C1

ld([0, T ]) : ‖u‖1 < r}. Suppose u ∈ ∂Ω, µ > 1 such that

Fu = µu. Then

µr = µ‖u‖1 = ‖Fu‖1 = ‖Fu‖+ ‖(Fu)△‖.

For all t ∈ [0, T ], we have

|Fu(t)| ≤
∫ T

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λ|f(r, u, u△)|∇r)∆s+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λ|f(r, u, u△)|∇r)

+
A

α

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λ|f(r, u, u△)|∇r)

≤
∫ T

ρ(0)

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λ[p(r)ϕ(|u|) + q(r)ϕ(|u△|) + a(r)]∇r)∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λ[p(r)ϕ(|u|) + q(r)ϕ(|u△|) + a(r)]∇r)

+
A

α

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ρ(0)))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λ[p(r)ϕ(|u|) + q(r)ϕ(|u△|) + a(r)]∇r)

≤
∫ T

ρ(0)

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(λ[

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u‖1)(p(r) + q(r))∇r +

∫ T

ρ(0)

a(r)∇r])∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(λ[

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u‖1)(p(r) + q(r))∇r +

∫ T

ρ(0)

a(r)∇r])
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+
A

α

1

h(ρ(0))

m−2
∑

i=1

αiϕ
−1(λ[

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u‖1)(p(r) + q(r))∇r +

∫ T

ρ(0)

a(r)∇r])

≤ 1

h(ρ(0))

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ−1(λ)[‖u‖1M +N ]∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(λ)[‖u‖1M +N ] +

1

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0)
[‖u‖1M +N ]A

m−2
∑

i=1

αi.

Then

‖Fu‖ ≤ ϕ−1(λ

h(ρ(0))
‖u‖1

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K)M +

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K)N .

For all t ∈ [0, T ], we have

|(Fu)△(t)| ≤ 1

h(t)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

t

λ|f(r, u, u△)|∇r)

≤ 1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

t

λ[p(r)ϕ(|u|) + q(r)ϕ(|u△|) + a(r)]∇r)

≤ 1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(λ[ϕ(‖u‖1)

∫ T

ρ(0)

(p(r) + q(r))∇r +

∫ T

ρ(0)

a(r)∇r])

≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u‖1ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

(p(r) + q(r))∇r) +
ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

a(r)∇r)

=
ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u‖1M +

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
N .

Then ‖(Fu)△‖ ≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u‖1M +

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
N . Thus, we get

‖Fu‖1 ≤
ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u‖1M∗ +

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
N∗.

Choose λ∗ = ϕ(h(ρ(0))2M∗
). Then when 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, we have

µr = µ‖u‖1 = ‖Fu‖1 ≤
1

2M∗h(ρ(0))
M∗h(ρ(0))‖u‖1 +

N∗

2M∗
.

Consequently, µr ≤ 1

2
r +

1

2
r = r.

This contradicts µ > 1, by Lemma 2.2, F has a fixed point u∗ ∈ Ω, since f(t, 0, 0) 6≡ 0,
then when 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, the problem (1.1)− (1.2) has a nontrivial solution u∗ ∈ Y . This
completes the proof.

Theorem 2.2 Suppose that (A1), (A2), (A3), (A4) and (A5) hold, and f : [0, T ] ×
R2 → (−∞, 0] or f : [0, T ]× R2 → [0,∞) is ld-continuous, f(t, 0, 0) 6≡ 0, t ∈ [0, T ] and
there exist nonnegative functions p1, q1 ∈ L1[0, T ] such that

|f(t, u1, v1)− f(t, u2, v2)| ≤ p1(t)ϕ(|u1 − u2|) + q1(t)ϕ(|v1 − v2|)
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and there exists t0 ∈ [0, T ] such that p1(t0) 6= 0 or q1(t0) 6= 0. Then there exists a

constant λ∗ > 0 such that for any 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, the problem (1.1) − (1.2) has a unique

nontrivial solution u∗ ∈ Y .

Proof. If u2 = v2 = 0, then we have

|f(t, u1, v1)| ≤ p1(t)ϕ(|u1|) + q1(t)ϕ(|v1|) + |f(t, 0, 0)|.

From Theorem 2.1, we know that the problem (1.1)–(1.2) has a nontrivial solution
u∗ ∈ Y .

Now, we shall use the Banach fixed theorem to show the uniqueness of nontrivial
solution of the problem (1.1)− (1.2). For |Fu1(t)− Fu2(t)|, we have

|
∫ t

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r)∆s −

∫ t

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)

+
1

α
C0(

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r))

− 1

α
C0(

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r))|

≤
∫ t

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
|ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)|∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
|ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)|

+
1

α
C0(|

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
[ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)]|)

≤
∫ T

ρ(0)

1

h(s)
|ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

s

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)|∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
|ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)|

+
A

α

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
|ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)|

≤
∫ T

ρ(0)

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(λ)ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

|f(r, u1, u
△
1 )− f(r, u2, u

△
2 )|∇r)∆s

+
β

α

1

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(λ)ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

|f(r, u1, u
△
1 )− f(r, u2, u

△
2 )|∇r)

+
A

α

m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
ϕ−1(λ)ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

|f(r, u1, u
△
1 )− f(r, u2, u

△
2 )|∇r)
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≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

(p1(r)ϕ(|u1 − u2|) + q1(r)ϕ(|u△
1 − u

△
2 |))∇r)∆s

+
β

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

(p1(r)ϕ(|u1 − u2|) + q1(r)ϕ(|u△
1 − u

△
2 |))∇r)

+
A

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))

m−2
∑

i=1

αiϕ
−1(

∫ T

ρ(0))

(p1(r)ϕ(|u1 − u2|) + q1(r)ϕ(|u△
1 − u

△
2 |))∇r)

≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u1 − u2‖1)(p1(r) + q1(r))∇r)∆s

+
β

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u1 − u2‖1)(p1(r) + q1(r))∇r)

+
A

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))

m−2
∑

i=1

αiϕ
−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u1 − u2‖1)(p1(r) + q1(r))∇r)

=
ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u1 − u2‖1(T − ρ(0))M1 +

β

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u1 − u2‖1M1

+
1

α

ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u1 − u2‖1M1A

m−2
∑

i=1

αi.

Then

‖Fu1 − Fu2‖ ≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u1 − u2‖1

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K)M1,

where M1 = ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

(p1(r) + q1(r))∇r), A is a constant such that

C0(|
∑m−2

i=1 αi
1

h(ξi)
[ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)]|)

≤ A|
m−2
∑

i=1

αi

1

h(ξi)
[ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u1, u
△
1 )∇r) − ϕ−1(

∫ T

ξi

λf(r, u2, u
△
2 )∇r)]|

and K = A
∑m−2

i=1 αi. For all t ∈ [0, T ], we have

|((Fu1)
△ − (Fu2)

△)(t)| ≤ 1

h(t)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

t

λ|f(r, u1, u
△
1 )− f(r, u2, u

△
2 )|∇r)

≤ 1

h(t)
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

λ[p1(r)ϕ(|u1 − u2|) + q1(r)ϕ(|u△
1 − u

△
2 |)]∇r)

≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
ϕ−1(

∫ T

ρ(0)

ϕ(‖u1 − u2‖1)(p1(r) + q1(r))∇r).

Then

‖(Fu1)
△ − (Fu2)

△‖ ≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u1 − u2‖1M1.

So, we get

‖Fu1 − Fu2‖1 ≤ ϕ−1(λ)

h(ρ(0))
‖u1 − u2‖1M∗

1 ,
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where M∗
1 =

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K + α)M1.

Choose λ∗ = ϕ(
h(ρ(0))

2M∗
1

). Then when 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, we have

‖Fu1 − Fu2‖1 ≤ 1

2
‖u1 − u2‖1.

Thus the problem (1.1)–(1.2) has a unique solution for 0 < λ ≤ λ∗.

Corollary 2.1 Suppose that (A1), (A2), (A3), (A5) hold, f : [0, T ] × R2 → R is ld-

continuous, f(t, 0, 0) 6≡ 0, t ∈ [0, T ] and

0 ≤ l = lim sup
|u|+|v|→+∞

max
t∈[0,T ]

|f(t, u, v)|
ϕ(|u|) + ϕ(|v|) < +∞. (5)

Then there exists a constant λ∗ > 0 such that for any 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, the problem (1.1)−(1.2)
has at least one nontrivial solution u∗ ∈ Y .

Proof. Let ε > 0. By (2.5), there exists H > 0 such that

|f(t, u, v)| ≤ (l + ε)(ϕ(|u|) + ϕ(|v|)), |u|+ |v| ≥ H, t ∈ [0, T ].

Let K = maxt∈[0,T ],|u|+|v|≤H |f(t, u, v)|. Then for (t, u, v) ∈ [0, T ]×R2, we have

|f(t, u, v)| ≤ (l + ε)ϕ(|u|) + (l + ε)ϕ(|v|) +K.

From Theorem 2.1, we know that the problem (1.1)–(1.2) has at least one nontrivial
solution u∗ ∈ Y .

Corollary 2.2 Suppose that (A1), (A2), (A3), (A5) hold, f : [0, T ] × R2 → R is ld-

continuous, f(t, 0, 0) 6≡ 0, t ∈ [0, T ] and

0 ≤ l = lim sup
|u|+|v|→+∞

max
t∈[0,T ]

|f(t, u, v)|
ϕ(|u|) < +∞,

or

0 ≤ l = lim sup
|u|+|v|→+∞

max
t∈[0,T ]

|f(t, u, v)|
ϕ(|v|) < +∞.

Then there exists a constant λ∗ > 0 such that for any 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, the problem (1.1)−(1.2)
has at least one nontrivial solution u∗ ∈ Y .

Corollary 2.3 Suppose that (A1), (A2), (A3), (A4) and (A5) hold, f : [0, T ]× R2 →
[0,∞) is ld-continuous, f(t, 0, 0) 6≡ 0, t ∈ [0, T ] , C0(v) satisfies the condition that there

exists B > 0 such that Bv ≤ C0(v), for all v ≥ 0 and there exist nonnegative functions

p1, q1 ∈ L1[0, T ] such that

|f(t, u1, v1)− f(t, u2, v2)| ≤ p1(t)ϕ(|u1 − u2|) + q1(t)ϕ(|v1 − v2|)

and there exists t0 ∈ [0, T ] such that p1(t0) 6= 0 or q1(t0) 6= 0. Then there exists a

constant λ∗ > 0 such that for any 0 < λ ≤ λ∗, the problem (1.1) − (1.2) has a positive

unique solution u∗ ∈ Y .
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3 Examples

In this section, we will give some examples to illustrate our main results.

Example 3.1 Let T = [0, 1] ∪ {2} ∪ [3, 5]. We consider the following second order
eigenvalue problem

(ϕ((t+ 4)u△(t)))∇ + λ(te−tu2 − (u△)2t2 sin t+ cos t) = 0, t ∈ [0, 4], (6)

u(0) =
1

2
|u△(1) + u△(2)|, u△(4) = 0, (7)

where h(t) = t+ 4, α = 1, β = 0, T = 4, ξ1 = 1, ξ2 = 2, α1 = α2 =
1

2
,

ϕ(u) =

{

−u2, u < 0,
u2, u ≥ 0,

and C0(x) = |x|. Then we can take A = 1 so that |C0(x)| ≤ A|x| for all x ∈ R. Thus
K = A(α1 + α2) = 1.

Noticing, for all t ∈ [0, 4], f satisfies

|f(t, u, v)| = |te−tu2 − v2t2 sin t+ cos t| ≤ t|u|2 + t2|v|2 + 1.

Then |f(t, u, v)| ≤ tϕ(|u|) + t2ϕ(|v|) + 1. It is easy to see by calculating that

M = ϕ−1(

∫ 4

0

(r2 + r)∇r) =

√

74

3
, M∗ =

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K + α)M = 6

√

74

3
.

So, we have λ∗ = ϕ(
h(0)

2M∗
) ≈ 0.0045. Then by Theorem 2.1, we know that the problem

(3.6)–(3.7) has nontrivial solution u∗ ∈ Y for any λ ∈ (0, λ∗].

Example 3.2 Let T = {0} ∪ { 1
n
: n ∈ N} ∪ [2, 4]. We consider the following second

order eigenvalue problem

(ϕ(etu△(t)))∇ + λ(t2 sinu+ t) = 0, t ∈ [0, 3], (8)

2u(0)− u△(0) =
1

3
|u△(

1

5
) + u△(

12

5
) + u△(

14

5
)|, u△(3) = 0, (9)

where ϕ(u) = u, h(t) = et, α = 2, β = 1, T = 3, ξ1 =
1

5
, ξ2 =

12

5
, ξ3 =

14

5
, α1 = α2 =

α3 =
1

3
and C0(x) = |x|. Then we can take A = 1 so that |C0(x)| ≤ A|x| for all x ∈ R.

Thus, K = A(α1 + α2 + α3) = 1.
Noticing, for all t ∈ [0, 3], f satisfies

|f(t, u1, v1)− f(t, u2, v2)| = |t2 sinu1 + t− t2 sinu2 − t| ≤ t2|u1 − u2|.

It is easy to see by calculating that

M1 =

∫ 3

0

r2∇r =
π2 + 38

6
and M∗

1 = 5(
π2 + 38

6
).

Thus, we have λ∗ =
h(0)

2M∗
1

≈ 0.0125. Then by Theorem 2.2, we know that the problem

(3.8)− (3.9) has a unique solution u∗ ∈ Y for any λ ∈ (0, λ∗].
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In the following example we will take the p-Laplacian operator φ4(u) such that

φp(u) = |u|p−2u for p > 1 and (φp)
−1 = φq with

1

p
+

1

q
= 1 which is the special

case of ϕ.

Example 3.3 Let T = [0, 1] ∪ [2, 7]. We consider the following second order eigen-
value problem

(φ4((t+ 2)u△(t)))∇ + λ(arctan(u2 + (u△)2) + t2 sinh t) = 0, t ∈ [0, 4], (10)

2u(0) =
1

3
u△(1) +

2

3
u△(3), u△(4) = 0, (11)

where h(t) = t + 2, α = 2, β = 0, T = 4, ξ1 = 1, ξ2 = 3, α1 =
1

3
, α2 =

2

3
and C0(x) = x.

Then we can take A = 1 so that |C0(x)| ≤ A|x| for all x ∈ R. Thus K = A(α1+α2) = 1.
It is clear that

lim sup
|u|+|v|→+∞

max
t∈[0,4]

| arctan(u2 + v2) + t2 sinh t|
φ4(|u|) + φ4(|v|)

= 0.

Choosing ǫ =
1

2
, we get

M = φq(

∫ 4

0

(
1

2
+

1

2
)∇r) =

3
√
4 and M∗ =

1

α
(α(T − ρ(0)) + β +K + α)M =

11

2
3
√
4.

So, we have λ∗ = φ4(
h(0)

2M∗
) ≈ 0.0015. Then by Corollary 2.1, we know that the problem

(3.10)–(3.11) has nontrivial solution u∗ ∈ Y for any λ ∈ (0, λ∗].
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